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that is, we expect a positive correlation between anxiousness and the number of times people check Facebook 
each day. But as has been drilled into you in this class, a two-tailed hypothesis is more conservative than a 
one-tailed hypothesis.

Step 2: For both variables, find each participant’s deviation score and  
then multiply them together

One way to think about a positive correlation is that, for each participant, scores on both variables tend to be 
above or below the means of both variables; that is, scores on both variables tend to deviate from their group 
means in the same way. Conversely, a negative correlation emerges when scores above the mean on one vari-
able tend to be associated with scores below the mean on the other variable. That is, scores on the two variables 
tend to deviate from their group means in opposite ways.

So now, we need to find the mean for each variable, and then each participant’s deviation score from the mean.

Figure 12.10    �Scatterplot of the Relationship Between Anxiousness and Daily Facebook Check-Ins
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